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The  history  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  a  maior  literary 
achievement  of  the  18th  century  published  in  six  volumes.  was  written  by  the 
celebrated  english  historian  edward  gibbon.  the  books  cover  the  period  of 

the  roman  empire  after  marcus  aurelius.  from  |ust  before  180  to  1453  and  beyond, 
concluding  in  1590.  they  take  as  their  material  the  behavior  and  decisions 

that  led  to  the  decay  and  eventual  fall  of  the  roman  empire  in  the  east  and  west, 
offering  an  explanation  for  why  the  roman  empire  fell.  gibbon  is  sometimes 

called  the  first  "modern  historian  of  ancient  rome."  by  virtue  of  its  mostly 
objective  approach  and  highly  accurate  use  of  reference  material,  gibbon's work  was  adopted  as  a  model  for  the  methodologies  of  19th  and 

20th  century  historians.  (summary  from  wlkipedia) 
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